
August 1, 2011 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Before each new school year, my mom used to 
sit down with me and look at old school 
pictures. I was amazed at how I changed each 
year. 5th grade is an exciting year of changes– 
your child will transition from an elementary 
school student to a middle school student!  
 
I have taught for 16 years, and ten of those 
years have been in grade 5. I moved from 
Portland, Oregon to [current location] in July of 2001. After six 
years at [this school], I got married and spent 15 months in 
India. I am excited to be back at [this school] for my ninth year. 
 
I have lots of hobbies outside of work. I sing with a women's a 
cappella group. I enjoy swimming, hiking, and running. I am 
active at [church – note that my school is religiously-affiliated]. 
While in India, I developed a respectable golf handicap. Recently, 
I've been reading a lot of children's literature but I also enjoy 
curling up with other types of books. I do a great deal of writing. 
Some writing is for fun. Other writing is for the completion of my 
doctorate through the University of Minnesota. I guess you could 
say I never get bored. You can learn even more about me from 
my website: 
http://sites.google.com/site/janetabercrombieportfolio/classroom
-website. Please check the parent page and bookmark the 
homework page. 
 
I look forward to meeting you in person on August 16th. When 
you come on the 17th, I’ll also introduce you to Mr. [teaching 
partner]. His class and my class spend a great deal of time 
together. In the meantime, you can help me by answering the 
questions on the back of this sheet.  
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Janet Abercrombie 



This coming year, I will ask for your help both at home and at school. 
You can help me by answering the questionnaire below. 
 
Parent Questionnaire 
This questionnaire helps me get to know your child better by seeing 
him/her through your eyes. Feel free to use a separate sheet of paper 
if the space below is not adequate. 
 
1. If you were to use one word or phrase to describe your child, what 
would it be? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What makes your child smile? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What frustrates your child? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Tell me about your child's reading and homework habits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Have you ever worked as a classroom volunteer? If so, what did you 
most enjoy doing? In general, what is your availability? 
 
 
 
 
 


