
Writing Teaching Point Students who may need 
follow-up or small group 

instruction (daily 
formative assessment) 

Resources Mentor Texts 

Be sure to make notes on which students have 
difficulty generating an idea, which students 
skip parts of the writing process, etc. 

First Two Days: On-Demand 
Writing 

● No teacher assistance 
Be sure to make notes on which students have 
difficulty generating an idea, which students 
skip parts of the writing process, etc. 

The starred areas below 
indicate information you 
can get by watching 
students write their first 
on-demand piece. 

  

Unit 1: Launching the Writing 
Workshop 

● Student Choice and 
Technology 

● Form partnerships 
● Genre Choice and Topic 
● Creation and Publication 

using technology 
● Finish around mid-

September 
● Independent Writing, by 

Colleen Cruz 

Pre-assessment: Look over studentsʼ on-
demand writing samples.  
 
Pre-assessment: Have students write for 10 
minutes. They should expand on the following 
sentence: “I am the kind of writer who…” 

 Writerʼs notebook or journal. 
 
Suggested read-aloud: Read aloud: Word After Word After 
Word by Patricia MacLachlan (Use for genre choice and 
topic. See book review.). Students should focus on how each 
individual character finds a story from his/her own life. 

 

Writers collect stories, some of which will be 
published and some of which will not. 

 Each student has a journal for quick-writes and drafts. These 
stories may or may not be expanded upon for publication in 
other journals. 

Writerʼs get ideas for stories by remembering 
small moments with important people. Choose 
a person. 

 Launching the Writing Workshop Lesson 1. Since many 
students have heard the lesson already, you might focus 
them on a person they spent time with this past summer or 
someone who moved away last year (and they wish was still 
at HKIS). Make a “movie in your mind” about one of the small 
events.  

 
Assessments: 
 
Formative assessments should be 
done frequently. Specifically, 
students should be able to 
demonstrate the following: 

• Begin writing pieces 
independently 

• Generate their own 
independent writing ideas 

• Create a “bank” of free-
writes or narratives 

• Consider the purpose for 
their writing (keep it 
focused – a bit of a twist on 
“seed moment” but in 

1. Writerʼs get story ideas by remembering 
important places. Like Mr. Bean on the high 
dive, you might have a place that has a special 
memory (the good, the bad, the funny, the 
warm, and the embarrassing!).  
2. When writers retell memories, they break 
down actions into small bits. When you write 
about movies in your mind, you need to pull 
apart the actions so the reader can “see” them. 

 Folderboy for idea generation, changing watermelons into 
seed moments, and for collaboration. 
Launching the Writing Workshop Lesson 2. 
Mr. Bean on a high dive: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4cmrMJul1g&feature=fvw 
 
Launching the Writing Workshop Session 13 for more ideas 
or reinforcement. 

 
Solomon Singer, a 
chapter from a 
Tommie dePaolaʼs 
memoir(s) 
 
Chapter from a 
Tommie dePaola 
memoir 
 
 
 
 
 
All the Places to 
Love by Patricia 
MacLachlan 
 
 



Writers collect stories, some of which will be 
published and some of which will not. 

 Each student has a journal for quick-writes and drafts. These 
stories may or may not be expanded upon for publication in 
other journals. 

Writerʼs get ideas for stories by remembering 
small moments with important people. Choose 
a person. 

 Launching the Writing Workshop Lesson 1. Since many 
students have heard the lesson already, you might focus 
them on a person they spent time with this past summer or 
someone who moved away last year (and they wish was still 
at HKIS). Make a “movie in your mind” about one of the small 
events.  

1. Writerʼs get story ideas by remembering 
important places. Like Mr. Bean on the high 
dive, you might have a place that has a special 
memory (the good, the bad, the funny, the 
warm, and the embarrassing!).  
2. When writers retell memories, they break 
down actions into small bits. When you write 
about movies in your mind, you need to pull 
apart the actions so the reader can “see” them. 

 Folderboy for idea generation, changing watermelons into 
seed moments, and for collaboration. 
Launching the Writing Workshop Lesson 2. 
Mr. Bean on a high dive: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4cmrMJul1g&feature=fvw 
 
Launching the Writing Workshop Session 13 for more ideas 
or reinforcement. 

Some story ideas area generated from things 
or objects. The stories are not about the 
objects, but the objects spur important 
memories that can be turned into stories. 

 Folderboy for idea generation, changing watermelons into 
seed moments, and for collaboration. 
Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing Lesson 8 (adding 
details to setting) 
Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing Lesson 6 (using 
objects to generate ideas) 
 
Use mentor texts: Are the stories really about baseball and 
bracelets? What are they about? Do you have any objects 
around your house that are important to you? Explore the 
stories behind those objects. 

Writers get ideas from events in their lives that 
are “turning points” (first/last time you did 
something hard; first/last time you did 
something you now do everyday; first/last time 
with a person, animal, place, or activity; a time 
you realized something important about 
yourself; a time you realized a huge change in 
your life happened (or almost happened)... 

 Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing Lesson 2 
 
R.L. Stine uses childhood fears as a starting point for his 
stories: 
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/1502/preview/ 

various genres) 
• Consider the needs of their 

audience when writing 
(clarity of sentences) 

• Consider the needs of their 
audience when writing 
(organization) 

• Use punctuation in a way 
that enhances the meaning 
of their piece. 

• Use mentor texts to get 
ideas that will enhance 
students’ own writing. 

Feelings tell us that and something is 
meaningful but sometimes we need to write to 
get to the root of the feeling. Writers ask 
themselves: Why did I feel so strongly? What 
was the feeling really about? 

 Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing Session 3 
Patricia Polacco finds the commonalities in the world - how 
she uses the theme of understanding others as a citizen of 
the world: 
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/5442/preview/ 

 
 
 
 
“Object Narrative” 
(in Employee drive 
-written by Jesse 
Meyer) 
 
“My Nickname” (in 
Employee drive) 
 
“Baseball Saved 
Us” by Ken 
Mochizuki 
 
“The Bracelet” by 
Yoshiko Uchida 
 
“Harder Than You 
Think” (in 
Employee drive) 
 
 
 
“Summer of My 
Fifth Year” (in 
Employee drive)  
“Staring at 
Strangers” (in 
Employee drive) 
 



Consider making current events a regular part 
of your classroom experience. As students 
hear about the events, they might have strong 
feelings about one or another. This makes a 
good “launch point” for writing as a way to 
learn or reflect. 

 
Katherine Paterson discusses her early life in China and 
Japan, and how she goes about writing realistic fiction: 
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
4740401990143905640&q+readingrockets+interviews# 

Once writers have a bank of journals or 
stories, they choose a genre that will best 
express their ideas. 
Note: At this point, students might begin 
focusing on the format of presentation rather 
than the content. Colleen Cruz warns that the 
content should be the first priority. Only when 
the content is good should students choose a 
form of presentation. 

 Portfolio or learning log entry: Evernote – Students can scan 
in one of their pieces of writing so far (they should have 7-10 
draft entries). Then students reflect on how they might use 
they might expand this piece. As an informational “how-to”? A 
fiction story? A poem? An essay? A comic strip? Students 
should give reasons for their choice. 
 
Cruz says that students may choose to begin an idea in a 
completely different writing journal. This allows them to 
physically see the progression of their work rather than 
searching for it in between other teacher mini-lessons. See 
Independent Writing pp. 73-91. 

Writers use other authors as mentors. Writers 
analyze what other authors do and decide how 
authors’ examples can add depth to personal 
writing.  
 
This idea may take a whole week. Be sure to 
read Colleen Cruz’s suggestions. 

 Collect a number of books by a particular author. Collections 
might be from authors like Patricia Polacco, Lois Lowry,  
 
See Colleen Cruz’s Independent Writing pp. 47-70. 
 
Students should continue their learning logs: How have you 
used other authors as mentors for your own writing.  

Writer’s write for many different reasons. Be 
clear on the reason for your writing. Do you 
want to inform? Entertain? Persuade? Reflect?  

 Students reflect and add to learning log. 

Writers organize their work so that the 
meaning is clear to the reader. 
 
This may take a few days. Have better writers 
“play” with the piece, using various graphic 
organizers. The goal is to see which one 
represents the best way to organize your story. 

* Since students are 
writing in a variety of 
genres, you might 
consider working with 
another teacher to break 
students into groups of 
different genres. Teachers 
can run “mini-seminars” or 
small group sessions to 
target the organization of 
essays or stories for those 
students who need it. 

6-Trait (student-friendly) rubric, Student Writing Mentor Texts 
(in Employee drive) 
Step Up To Writing - Quick Sketch Method (in Employee 
drive) 
Launching the Writing Workshop Lesson 11  
Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing Lesson 11 
 
Also see Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing Lesson 10. 
 
Graphic organizers online 

 

Writer’s carefully craft sentences sentence to 
add clarity, focus, and detail to writing pieces. 
Below are scans of suggested lessons from 

* Mechanically Inclined Lessons 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 (in employee 
drive) 
 

 



Mechanically Inclined  by Jeff Anderson. 
Students should use their own bank of writing 
pieces to do the suggested activities (putting 
grammar instruction into context). 

Step Up To Writing - Folding Paper Sentences (in employee 
drive) 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/what-revising-connotation-80.html?tab=1#tabs 

Writers decide on the best way to begin a 
piece. 
 
Writers craft introductions in many ways. 

* http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/fishing-readers-identifying-writing-969.html?tab=1#tabs 
 
Look back at your timeline/graphic organizers. Where is the 
best place to “drop” the reader into the story? What bullet 
points can be eliminated as unnecessary? 
 
Launching the Writing Workshop Lessons 12 and 14 
Step Up To Writing - Quick Sketch Method (in Employee 
drive) 
 
Launching the Writing Workshop Lesson 7  
Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing Lesson 7 
Step Up To Writing - Introductions, Transitions, and 
Conclusions (in Employee drive) 

Writers craft endings. * http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/once-they-hooked-reel-995.html 
 
Launching the Writing Workshop Lesson 9  
Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing Lesson 12 
Step Up to Writing - Introductions, Transitions, and 
Conclusions (in Employee drive) 

Writerʼs make daily goals and set deadlines for 
each stage of the writing process.  
 
As you circulate, who can answer the question 
“What are you working on as a writer...” 
Students should be able to name the stage of 
the writing process as well as the particular 
skill they are working on (writing intros, adding 
details, crafting sentences, etc.) 

 Launching the Writing Workshop Lessons 4 and 10  
Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing Lesson 4 
Colleen Cruzʼs Independent Writing 

 

Writerʼs learn how to properly punctuate 
dialogue 

* Mechanically Inclined Lesson 6.1 
Writerʼs Express teacher and student materials 
Calvin and Hobbes Comic (Jesse has the prototype): 
Students fill in dialogue on the comic. Then, students write 
the comic out as a story, correctly punctuating the dialogue in 
the story. 

 



 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/character-clash-minilesson-paragraphing-117.html 
 
Extension: Varying dialogue 

Writers decide on the most effective format for 
publication. 

 http://cogdogroo.wikispaces.com/StoryTools 

When editing, writers analyze one paragraph 
at a time. 

 Show students one paragraph of a piece that can be 
improved. In pairs, students practice improving the paragraph 
by combining sentences, experimenting with punctuation, and 
adding detail. 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/peer-edit-with-perfection-786.html?tab=1#tabs 

Writers reflect on their work, especially the 
writing process. 

 Storybird for illustrations 
Set up an Edublog web page to feature students’ writing.., 
toontastic, storykit 

Some students may consider a personal blog 
challenge. See resource websites. 

 Edublog Challenge, Class Blog mentor #1, Class Blog Mentor 
#2, Student Blog Mentor #1, Student Blog Mentor #2, Kidblog 

 

Helpful resources for helping students to write 
in various genres: 

 Travel Writing, Nature Writing, Persuasive Writing, 
Procedural Writing, Audio slideshow, Choose Your Own 
Adventure, Wordless Picture Books, Mysteries, Mystery 
Graphic Organizer, Fractured Fairy Tales, Multi-genre 
Writing, Magazines 

 

 


