
August 1, 2011 
 
Dear Students, 
 
This time of year, I get excited for school. I've done enough 
swimming. I've read all the books on my "must read" list, 
and I long to see my school friends. I look forward to 
meeting new friends, too. Maybe you feel the same way. 
We'll get to know each other well over the next few months.  
This letter tells you a bit about me and about some things 
you can expect over the next year. 

 
I grew up in Portland, Oregon. It 
is called "The City of Roses" 
because the climate is perfect for 
a rose garden. Mt. Hood peeks 
over the horizon like it is 
watching over the city. I 
sometimes miss the crisp air and 
smell of pine trees.  
 

[My school] first hired me to teach 5th grade in 2001 (how 
old were you then???), so I moved to [current location]. I 
love many things about the city. I love the swooping sound 
of the [subway] gates and the voice recording that sounds 
like "Sigma calgon tay-mon" (Please stand back from the 
door- beep, beep, beep). When I ride in a taxi, I have to 
stretch my neck to see the tops of all the buildings. One of 
the things I like most is sitting on the wall by the [local] 
waterfront while I write in my journal. You might also find 
me hiking the many trails.  
 
I met my husband, [name], in [current location]. He is 
Australian and has three children ages 14 [name], 10 
[name] and 7 [name] - so I spend a lot of my vacations in 
Australia.  
 
We have lots of fun in 5th grade. We also work very hard and 



do some fantastic projects. You can look forward to camp, 
re-enactments of early American history, balloon car races, 
and more! I will tell you a lot of stories. Some of my 
favorites: (1) I once hit a golf ball into the trees and it rolled 
right beside a kangaroo, (2) I once went mud sliding on a 
motorcycle in Vietnam, and (3) My friend once snuck a really 
cool cactus from Mexico into America. She’ll never do that 
again…! 
 
There is something you can do to get ready for the first 
week of school. Please go to your computer and bookmark 
an important page (your parents can show you how to do 
that if you don't know): 
http://sites.google.com/site/janetabercrombieportfolio/class
room-website. This page is really important because it has 
homework assignments. You can get some of your 
homework done early! Your parents have homework too. 
Make sure they don't forget! 
 
I look forward to seeing your smiling face on August 17th. 
You will also meet Mr. [teaching partner]. Our class spends a 
great deal of time with his class (our classrooms are 
connected!). 
  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Abercrombie 
 
 


